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N former difcourſes I have conſidered the me- 

lancholy ſtate of this country in conſequence of 
the unnatural civil war, in which, from whatever 
cauſes or for whatever reaſons real or pretended, 
we are involved. 

It is with reluctance I reſume ſo diſagreeable a 
ſubject. I ſhall diſmiſs it with all convenient diſ- 
patch: But in order to excite that concern and even 
thoſe apprehenſtons which ſuit the ſolemnities of this 
day as well as to vegulate our devotions, it will be 
proper it will be neceflary to lay before you a few 
previous thoughts which ſeem to call fer your ſcri- 
ous attention. ; 

I muſt obſerve what I make no doubt we are all 
convinced of—that our proſpect is not at all im- 
proved ſince our laſt aſſembling together on this. 
occaſion. Inorder to make it better if it pleaſe Ce 
ſo far as depends upon us, and contribute our mite 
towards it; it will be right to conſider with what 
temper and views we are here met together in tts. 
houſe of prayer. And ſurely we are not met hore 
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together I to preach or you to hear inflammatory 
diſcourſes calculated to raiſe a ſpirit of faction at 


home, or to encreaſe the popular rage and ſury 


apainſt the Biitiſh coloniſts abroad. We are not I 
ſay met together | to preach or you to hear ſuch 
diſcourſes. Nor to pray for the bleſſing of God up- 
on the cruelties and the acts of violence and outrage 
committed upon helpleſs and defenceleſs innocents, 
by wretches who mark their way thro' unreſiſting 
multitudes by plunders and rapes and murthers and 
conflagrations. We are not met together to pray 
that Almighty God would ſucceed the attempts of 
wicked men in thus wantonly ſpreading havock and 


deſolation. Such things have happened and pro- 


bably will happen again amidſt the conſufions of 
war : But I never will believe. our governors can 
mean that we ſhould meet together to implore the 
bleſſing of God on the attempts of ſuch ruffians, 
ſuch incendiaries, ſuch incarnate fiends. I rather 
perſuade myſeif the time will come when the exe- 
crable men who not encouraged by the authority, 
or even the connivance of government, perpetrate 
ſuch crimes will be called to a ſevere account. Be 
that as it will, we cannot bid them God ſpeed. 
deligion forbids, humanity ſhudders, common ſenſe 
is ſhocked at the very thought of offering ſuch pray- 
ers as theſe to the GOD of mercy. I will believe 1 
mult believe that our governors mean that the laws 
of war (for even war hath its laws among civilized 
nations) ſhould be ſtriftly obſerved. But how far 
even ſuch a war with the Americans is to be juſtifi- 
ed, I ſhall not fo far ſet myſelf up for a ruler or a 


unge, as to pretend to decide. This is a matter 


rauch diipated by perſons of very great underſtand- 
ing on both üdes. I fnall only fay that He wha 
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prays that Almighty God would ſucceed the opera- 
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tions even of ſuch a war muſt have a more 
full conviction of the lawfulneſs thereof (to ſay no- 
thing of the upright intentions and of the humanity 
with which it may be conducted) than I pretend to 
have, or than I ſuppoſe the greateſt part of thoſe 
who join in the deyotions of this day can have, who, 
like myſelf, are no more than perſons of plain 
ſenſe, and endowed with a common and ſome of 
them a very moderate ſhare of underſtanding. As 
for myſelf 1 ſhall not conſider the Americans either 
jn the diſcourſe or in the devorions of this day, un- 
der any other idea than that of countrymen and 
brethren. God grant that the bonds by which we 
were once connected may be more ſtri&tly drawn, 
and that our preſent quarrel may prove the occa- 
ſion hereafter of an union more cloſe, more affec- 
tionate, and laſting, of an union indiſſoluble and 
everlaſting. 

God of infinite goudneſs! to whom all things are 
poſlible, grant (do you _y brethren join with me) 
God of infinite goodneſs ! grant this our moſt ſub- 
miſſive but moſt fervent prayer. Mean time to ad- 


dreſs to Almighty God ſuch prayers as ſeem to car- 


ry in them a peremptory deciſion of the queſtion 
relating to the right on one fide or the other in the 
preſent quarrel with the colonies, a right fo much 
controverted by the moſt knowing, for us, I ſay, 
who do not rank ourſelves in this claſs of men, to 
prefer ſuch prayers as theſe ſavoureth too much of 
preſumption ; and is taking by far too great a 


freedom with Almighty God. And we ſhould th<re- 
fore attend to the advice given by the wiſe king 


a ſeems applicable to this occalion, Eccleſiaſtes 
. be not 5 with thy mouth, nor haſty to utter any 
(147 g before God. But 


But in whatever light the Americans are conſider- 


ed, and ſhould they be regarded as friends; yet we 
are engaged in war with a neighbouring nation which 


| diſtinguiſhed (numbers of them) for conſummate merit 
in every idea of the term, and many of them for 
ſuperior virtue, a nation great in the arts both of 
peace and war at the head of nations, and to which 
every other (nation) gives at leaſt the ſecond place. 
Let this be fairly owned, for national reflections 
and invectives prove nothing but the little contract- 
ed illiberal mind of him that makes them: After 
this, need I add we are engaged in a war with a 
formidable riyal power ; our natural, or, to borrow 
| 2 better term from their language, our real ene- 
mies, our ancient and inveterate (and ſuch have 
been the men who have directed their councils) of- 
ten inſidious enemies. To ſuch as theſe only I 
would be underſtood to refer, when I ſpeak of 
war and of enemies: With ſuch enemies as theſe 
Ja defenſive war is undoubtedly lawful, (no other 


f 


war can be lawful.) And we may pray that Al- 
mighty God would crown our counſels and our 
arms (in the manner He ſees fit;) with ſuch meaſures 
of ſucceſs that we may be enabled to diſappoint the 
enterprizes of their dangerous ambition, and todefend 
our rights and properties, our very being as a free 
and independpnt ſtate, from their lawleſs attempts, 
(if indeed they ſhall form ſuch attempts ;) but not 
that we may be enabled in any degree to hurt or 
| diſtreſs them, any further than melancholy neceſſity 
compels, in order to ſecure theſe important ends. 
Such prayers we may prefer to Almighty God, and 
recommend ourſelves to the providence of this Great 
Being, who ruleth amongſt the inhabitants of the 


earth 


may be conſidered in a different light: A nation 


EF] 
earth as well as the armies of heaven ; earneſtly be- 
ſeeching Him that this our iſland may be happy un- 
der His protection, and in the enjoyment of His fa- 
þ your ; and in order to this we are here met toge- 
ther to humble ourſelves in the preſence of Almigh- 
ty God, for thoſe national and crying ſins which 
have forfeited theſe ineſtimable bleſſings, and may 
provoke his juſt reſentment ; and which; both on 
that atcount and from their own nature and tenden- 
cy, muſt neceſſarily in the event be ruinous and de- 
ſtructive, agreeable to the repreſentation of the text. 
Jer. xxi. 14. But I will puniſh you according to the 
fruit of you doings, ſaith the Lo RD. 
Let me add, that both humanity and devotion ſhould 
animate our addreſſes ; and whilſt we pray for our- 
ſelves from time to time in this aſſembly, let us pray 
) too for the whole human race, that piety and vir- 
tue, love and peace, order and harmony may uni- 
verſally prevail thro' all the nations of the earth. 
For however dear our country is, or ought to be; 
; yet ſtill dearer, could our narrow minds take in fo 
x vaſt an object, ſtill dearer ſhould be the intereſts, the 
proſperity and happineſs of the grand community of 
mankind. | | | 
Patriot kings! may Almighty God enlarge your 
ſouls, and fill them with ſentiments ſo liberal and 
worthy of your elevation. Thus will you deſerve 
a better name than thar of patriots: You will rife 
to the neareſt reſemblance of God himſelf of which 
the human nature is capable in this world; and in 
the world to come, where the rewards and happi 
| neſs of all the juſt are great beyond conception, 
yours will be above all the reſt diſtinguiſhed. 
Having premiſedtheſe neceſlary obſervations, Ipro- 
ceed to enter upon that ſeries of diſcourſes I prope- 
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ſed to lay before you from the ſubject of the text. 

Poſtſcript. —I have not ſeen the public prayers for 
the taſt of February foth, 1779, but as they are 
compoſed under the direction of the biſhops of our 
church eſtabliſhed, in whom we know not which 
moſt to admire, the diligent paſtor, the painful la- 
bourer in the Lord's vineyard, or the profound di- 
vine and tender hearted chriſtian ; there can be no 
doubt but that they will be ſuch as may be expected 
from theſe right reverend fathers in God, that is to 
ſay, perfect models of devotion, breathing peace 
on earth and good will to men. It is the more rea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe this, as it is well known, that, 
far from concerning themſelves about ſtate cabals and 
intrigues, that at a diſtance from courts, they give 
themſelves up to prayer and faſting: And that their 
piety and zeal for religion are equalled by nothing, 
but the ſtrictneſs and auſterities of their exemplary 
lives, their public ſpirit, and their inviolable regard 
to the juſt rights and liberties of mankind. 


END. 


